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“Arise ! Awake ! And stop not till the Goal is reached.” 



TEACHINGS OF SRI RAMAKRISHNA 

By M. 



Householders and non-dualism — M&ya and compassion — Joy and suffering are charac- 
teristic of physical life — Law of Karma —Joy of God-consciousness — -Ideals of Jnani and 
Bhakta — Brahman and Shakti are non-different — Master extols Narendra. 



August 19, 1883. It was Sunday, the 
first day after the full moon. Sri 
Ramakrishna was resting after his noon 
meal. The midday offering had been 
made in the temples, and the temple 
doors were closed. Taking advantage 
of the holiday, M. arrived at the temple 
garden to pay the Master a visit and 
spend some time in his holy company. 
In the early afternoon, the Master 
seated himself on the small couch in 
his room. M. prostrated himself before 
him and took his seat on the floor. 
The Master was instructing him in the 
philosophy of Vedanta. 

Master (to M.) : ‘The knowledge of 

Self is discussed in the Ashtavakra 
Samhitd . The non-dualists say, 

“Soham”, that is, “I am that Supreme 
Self.” This is the opinion held by the 



Sannyasins of the Vedantic school. But 
this is not the right attitude for house- 
holders, who are conscious of doing 
everything themselves. That being so, 
how can they declare, “I am that, the 
inactive Supreme Self”? According 
to the non-dualists, the Self is un- 
attached. Good and bad, virtue and 
vice, and the other pairs of opposites, 
cannot in any way injure the Self, 
though they undoubtedly afflict those 
who have identified themselves with 
their bodies. Smoke soils the wall 
certainly, but it cannot in any way 
affect Akasha, space. Following the 
Vedantists of this class, Krishnakishore 
used to say, “I am Kha”, meaning 
Akasha. Being a great devotee, he 
could say that with some juStmcC^ion ; 



